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I am very concerned about any further encroachment by
nami e the FCC on local, independent media outlets such as i
the family owned Seattle Times which I subscribe to I
Search Shortcuts and read every morning. ;
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live here. 1Its owners and its reporters live here 1'
also. We are all in this thing together and will sinkf
or swim together. !
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I do not want to get my news from a paper that is
owned by a conglomerate from another state who knows
and cares nothing about people in the Puget Sound
area.
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Do not harm the already fragile media and press
further by relaxing newspaper-broadcast :
cross-ownership restrictions. Do not enact additional:
bad policy. i
I
Susan Rynas !
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Democracv Reform Oregon

P.O. Box 2723, Portland, OR 97208- -2723
503/283-1922 * 503/283-1877(fax)
www.democracyreform.org
www.oregonfollowthemoney.org

Accessible politics, accountable government
|

Statement to the Federal Communications Commissi6H-ED/ACCEPTED
November 9, 2007 ,
Seattle Media Ownership Hearings NOV 1 6 2007

Federal Communications Commisslon
0fﬁce of the Secretary

My name is Judy Davis and I am a volunteer with Democracy Reform Oregon.

On behalf of the Oregon Alliance to Reform Media, Democracy Reform Oregon worked with
national partners to file a petition with the FCC to deny the licenses of Portland broadcast TV
stations. This challenge was based on research documenting minimal campaign coverage on
local news programs; A review of tapes made by our group of all local news aired on four
stations in the month before the November 2004 election. :

For example, less than 5 percent of local news that month covered the upcoming elections.

Worse yet, during that month there were only six stories on local races even though on that

November ballot there was a hot mayoral race and an open city council seat. ]
: i

I am certainly not seeing on TV news what I need to be an informed voter. For this reason I am

very disappointed that this petition has been denied and urge your support for our appeal.

This research documented that locally produced broadcast TV news is already not complying
with one critical measiire of fulfilling public-interest obligations — that of providing news that
helps voters make informed decisions on their ballots. Allowing even more consolidation of
media ownership will just make this bad situation worse.

I also have petitions signed by 90 Portland residents who couldn’t be here but also say no to the
new ownership rules. With more notice I have no doubt I could have collect many more
signatures. , |
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Democracy Reform Oregon (DRO) is a non-partisan, not-for-profit group working to incregse
accountability and opportunities for participation in politics and governmental decision- makmg
DRO has been working on democracy reform issues since 1999 and was formerly the Money in
Politics Research Action Project.
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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL
Councilmember Pete von Reichbauer

| FILED/ACCEPTED
Chairman Kevin J. Martin :
Federal Communications Commission NOV. 1 6 2007
445 12th Street, SW Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554 , Office of the Secratary
Dear-Chairman-Martin:.

In light of the Federal Communications Commission hearing in Seattle regarding‘
media ownership, | felt it was the appropriate time to express my concerns on this matter as
both an individual and as a locally-elected official of thé greater Seattle region.

{
1

. {
| oppose any efforts to centralize media ownership in individual media markets. De-
centralized media ownership not only secures multiple opinion sources for diverse points of
view, but also has emphasized localism in media attention that has been increasingly lost in
America as major media conglomerates have consolidated control. The mass syndication
of news has taken a toll on local coverage across our country. As the media focus has
shifted towards national headlines, the importance of local mformatlon has been neglected.

' Three decades of unfortunate public policy has led to unprecedented media control
in the hands of the few. It falls upon the FCC to decide whether this condition contlnues and
accelerates, or, whether we-can return to policies that restore localism in media coverage
and the diversity of epinion which is essential for our democracy to thrive and survive. |

As a local government official | would appreciate your careful deliberation over these
concerns, o further dis ss this matter, please feel free to contact me at (206) 206- 1007

- Gy
Pete von Reichbauer ‘
King County Councilmember . I'j(s)t 2‘;3%° ées rech_______
8 November 2007 :
CC: Commissioner Michael J. Copps :
Commissioner Jonathan $. Adelstein ; %
’ Comniissioner. Deboerah Taylor Tate '
1
Commlsswner Robert MeDowell
:,.;,13. T . King County Courthouse, 516 Third Ave, Room 1200, Seattle, WA 98104-3272 |
S “Seattle: 206-296-1007 TollFreé: 1-800-325-6165.ext. 6-1007 TTY/TDD: 206 296-1024 Fax: 206-296- 0198
E-mail: pete.vonreichbauer@kirigcounty.gov Home Page: www.kingcounty. gov/vonreichbauer '
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PRESS R2HELIGAS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE NOV 1 6 2007 Contact: Abigail Shilling
November 9, 2007 Federal Communications Gommissjon : (202) 225-7761
Office of the Secretary 1

1
Reichert Statement for FCC Media Ownership Hearing in Seattle

Washington, D.C. — Congressman Dave Reichert (WA-08) today submitted the opening remarks for the Federal
Communications Commission hearing on Media Ownership being held today in Seattle:

4
(Click here to watch) ;
“Good afternoon. I'd like to welcome the FCC Commissioners and all the attendees at today's hearing to Seattle, WA. |
appreciate the opportunity to share a few words with you and I regret that the Congressional schedule did not allow me
to be with you today for this important discussion on media ownership. i
“Relaxing restrictions on media ownership is clearly not in the public interest. It seems strange that we must create rules
in order to maintain diversity, yet, as Americans, we all know that freedom is not free. Our Founding Fathers had the
foresight to create a great foundation of democracy in this country, and I'm proud to contribute my time working to
protect those freedoms. American corporations create opportunities for us, creating jobs, fueling the economy and
keeping our country competitive in this globalized era. But when it comes to media ownership, allowing these
companies to simply take over can have the adverse effect of limiting the information available to Io:cal consumers.

“Localism and diversity are the cornerstones of our democratic society. Localism enhances the public’s informed
participation in our democracy, and a diverse media market reduces the risk that news will be censored or slanted by a
few controlling interests. As the Supreme Court has stated, “the purpose of the First Amendment [of the Constitution] is
to preserve an uninhibited marketplace of ideas in which truth will ultimately prevail,” and the right of the public to
receive unbiased access to news and ideas should not “abridged by either Congress or by the FCC.” It is essential to
the health of our democracy to ensure that this right is protected. |

“Today s the sixth and final public forum being conducted by the FCC on media ownership issues, prior to a potential
vote later this year on new rules that will govern media consolidation. The rules adopted by the FCC will have a
tremendous impact on the hews coverage and variety of information available to communities across the United States.
It is fitting that this final forum is being held here in Seattle, home to one of the largest remaining family and locally
owned newspapers in Ametica, The Seattle Times, which has exemplified commitment to and the power of localism. |
thank therCommissioners for holding these forums. It is essential that the concerns of the American public be
considered before making any changes to our current laws.” ‘
{
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Remarks NovVaBz00r ¢ ~2

ﬁmmumcatmns Commisslon

Eric E. Holdeman, PrinGifiakistttes, \

ICF International
[Former Director, King County Office of Emergency Mgmt]
e For the record, | am Eric Holdeman, a Principal with ICF
International, and formerly the Director, King County (Dfﬁce of
Emergency Management. 1
|
e Thank you for this opportunity to appear before you and share
a perspective on the critical nature of the relationship between
the public sector and local broadcasters. And, let me assure

}
|

you it is all about establishing working relationships. |
|
o First and foremost is that fact that however you defi ne‘ it—local
government and the media industry must be in partnershlp
with one another. This is a partnership that acknowledges the
responsibilities and independence of each party, but seeks to
have a coordinated effort when it comes to serving thelr mutual
c'ommunltles and missions.

I’m going to address Fveral such opportunities for collaboration
that have been explgjted here in this region:

e Pre-disaster in King County we sought a partnership W|th local
media companies to do a public education campaign on the
tqprg of Disaster preparedness for individuals and famtlles—lt
~Ls célled: 3 Days, 3 Ways, Are You Ready? |

e Together we were able to leverage $1.5M in government

- funding into a combined campaign that involved radlo
teIewsron bill boards, and bus signage that provrded ata
minimdm $2 5 valué for every dollar we invested by

havmg a matchihyg contribution in airtime and mternet
presence from local media companies. In one case our
partnership with the Seattle Mariners, the American Red
Cross, Phillips Medical and KOMO 1000 Radio provrded
a four to one value on the mvestment we.

No. of Copres reo
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o When we designed the $30M King County Regional

Emergency Goordination Center we invited jocal media

company engineers to participate in designing th‘e media

technology interface so that media companies could
easily and rapidly obtain situational updates from the
facility and rapidly disseminate critical mformatlon to the
general public. ‘

With the advent of Weapons of Mass Destruction one
local media company King 5 News, a BELO statlon had
me join their news team to review their policies and
procedures to ensure the safety of their personnel as they

attempt to get the story and protect the public. 3
\

: : : |
o Disaster Response is when media and government must be

working in tandem if we are to be successful.

©)

Here in this region there is the Regional Disaster
Response Plan for Public and Private Organizations. It
was recoghized by the 9/11 Commission as a best
practice in public — private planning for disasters.
Clear Channel was the first major media company in the
region to sign on to the plan and today we have all the
major broadcast media companies with news
organizations participating in this plan.

What this plan allows for is a closer working interface
between government and the private industry, and should
they choose to do so, between the local media |
companies themselves—which is a behavior that we saw
work effectively during Katrina.

We have achieved a closer working interface by |
combining our efforts and doing effective pre-plannlng
Previously | hosted a government cable television
program that is still continuing to air and is broadcast to
33 government cable Television stations. Two programs
we did on that channel included how the media responds
to disasters, doing one show with a radio news station
KOMO 1000 a Fisher property and another show. with the
local King 5, BELO news team. Both of these are still
available via streaming on the internet.




¢ ltis also important for news organizations to become prepared
for disasters that may impact their operations and ablllty to
provide time sensitive critical information to the publlq

o KIRO 710 Radio, a Bonneville Station, invited me to meet
with their news director and other staff to review thelr
internal procedures, looking for ways to improve thelr
station’s preparedness

o And, even today—in my new position, BELO has
approached me to assist them in improving their dlsaster
preparedness planning and business continuity functlons

for their Seattle stations. 1

There are more things that can be done in the future. | am hopeful
that here in this region we will include local news media in plannlng
for and participating in disaster exercises. Because to be really
ready for the catastrophic disasters facing our region and the nation
as a whole, we must be planning and training together—and not just
show up at the scene of a disaster playing a pick-up game where
we don’t know one another and our mutual needs. ‘

Lastly, | would like to leave you with the thought that we Iivé in the
information age. Media dominates our culture and as such!it
deserves to be treated as a separate and distinct critical }
infrastructure. Because, post disaster, once you give people water
to drink the next most important element they are thirsty for is
information and we can and must do a better job at preparlng
together so that the streams of information continue to flow

Thank you for your attention and for making the trip here to Seattle
to assess what is being done to forge a closer public — private
media interface here in the Northwest.

Eric E. Holdeman
Principal

ICF International ?
eholdeman®@icfi.com i
Desk: 253-848-2564 !
Cell: 571-213-0075 |
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J\parig| in Seattle
By

Re: wﬁ@a_uests for FCC attention, action, and policy revisioris

1. Imanaged a radio station in Seattle (KING-FM) in the days of the Fairness
Doctrine. Once every three years to renew our license we were required fo
survey community needs and problems and submit a plan to discuss both, or all
sides of them in Public Service time. Supposedly our performance against the
plan determined our suitability as continued license holders. |

1
The process was a bit cambersome, but it did foster reasonably intelligent.open
discussion of more than one side of current local issues. Concerned citizens
actually listened to the programs and responded to our invitations to comment.
Our invitations to appear in discussion programs on the radio caused individuals
-and representatives of groups that disagreed to appear together and discuss the
issues that concerned them. The Fairness Doctrine promoted rational, reasonably
balanced discussions between groups of varied perspectives on different 81des of
many issues. I strongly request that you reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. ‘

It is common to hear these days that “the media” are the cause for divisiveness,

distortion and discord, and the cause of declme in rational public discourse.

Many complain gbout one-sifled “news” or unrestrained commentary whose

“facts” may not always be true. I submit that rather than the sole fault of the

media at ledstypart of this situation is a consequence of the FCC policy to

eliminate the Fairness Doctrine. If we want to restore the factual, rational,
reasonably balanced civil discourse that many, including me, believe is cricial to.
the effective functioning of a democracy, I suggest we start by restoring the

Faithess Doctrine. It worked in the past. It could help promote attentive !

listening, rational discussion, balanced consideration, and attention to pubhg,

problems today. :
|

2. Another public policy the FCC might enact to the benefit of the country is’to
require that licensees of the pubhc airways provide free time to qualified ﬁohtwal
candidates, both t6 state their views, and to defend them in group d1scuss1ons

No. of Copies r 'd O
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\
Citizens and candidates complain that office seekers must raise enormous a&nomts
of money to buy broadcast time, and that their crafted use of the time often 'd1storts
or reduces to “sound bites™ the true complexities of the issues they seem to dlSGllSS.
In the process of raising money candidates appear to become tainted by the! money
they raise. This appearance of undue influence by private monied interests,
sometimes operating against the general welfare, can easily be modified by a

simple FCC policy.

\

An underlying principle of licensing by the FCC is, or used to be, that the | :
airwaves belong to all the citizens, and that stations are granted licenses to | ‘

serve the public interest. }
Broadcast properties have been enormously proﬁtable as well as inﬂuenti;l in the
past. They do not seem to have suffered any serious reduction in proﬁtabﬂity.
Why else would there be such an active market and desire to own them? |

There may be some question, however, of the ability of these profitable properties
to serve the public’s interests as well as they serve their owners interests.

If the public owns the airwaves, why would licensed stations not be required to
return partial payment for their use of the public’s airwaves in the form of
programs to inform citizens, promote awareness and encourage discussion of
current issues? Such programs might even contribute to selection of those political
candidates who offer effective solutions?

In my opinion, and that of the Chairman of the Federal Reserve, our mstltutlons
and all of our citizens presently face serious political and economic issues that will
not be resolved quickly. We need more than ever accurate information, ratlonal
discussion, awareness of opposing views, and informed ability to make choices.

I strongly urge the Commission to enact a policy of reasonable free broadcast time
for qualified candidates as a means to improve the ability of citizens to understand
these issues, evaluate alternative approaches, and select candidates whose '
solutions appear most promising.

]bames3@comcast net 'i




